June 2025
Volume 50 No.5

Next meeting: 30 June - Joe Gafa will tell us how he grows his plants

SPECIES OF THE NIGHT HYBRID OF THE NIGHT
Den. alexandrae owned by Joe Gafa Den. Hot Lips 'Barrita’ owned by Joe Gafa

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Autumn Society shows are in full swing with some really outstanding orchids being benched.

We are experiencing a taste of what winter should be like, | hope the old adage “cold but not wet! is on our minds” Many
orchids will tolerate being cold for a short time, BUT not WET! Care must be taken to keep those plants as dry as possible
without shrivelling of the pseudobulbs (A little water early on a sunny day, so that the plant will be dry before nightfall, but
hold the fertiliser until spring).

In case you didn’t get the opportunity to spend up big at OOW, you can satisfy the urge at Mingara on 28 and 29 June. A
great day out to the Central Coast, an easy drive from Metropolitan Sydney, hosted by the Mingara Recreation Club, where
an abundance of good food and drink keep the energy up for those passionate rounds of the vendors. Perhaps I'll see you
there, please say ‘hello’

It’s getting very close to the cut off of ‘earlybird’ registration for the AOC Conference from 1-5 October. Hosted by the
Woolgoolga Orchid Society who are doing an amazing job with the preparation and general organisation of the event, this
Show/Conference and Sales bonanza will live long in the memories of the hard working local societies. If success is measured
by effort then this event will surely be a masterclass in orchid promotion, Australia wide.

Early bird registration closes on June 30 2025, accommodation is becoming scarce, you better be quick! Of course if you miss
Earlybird, you can still participate! (It just costs a bit more)

Lastly, some of our student judges have been elevated to the position of Probationary Associate Judges (having been
successful in both their theory and practical assessments), others have progressed to Associate Judges......Congratulations to
you all, well done, | hope your association with orchid judging takes you far and makes many new friends for you along the
way.

Veronica

Founded 7th August 1934 An official publication of the Orchid Society of New South Wales.
Patron: Her Excellency, The Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of New South Wales.
Email: secretary@orchidsocietynsw.com.au | https://orchidsocietynsw.com.au | All Correspondence to: Secretary, PO Box 5396, Chullora NSW 2190
Meeting Venue: Ermington Community Hall, River Rd, Ermington NSW 2115, last Monday of the month starting at 8pm
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WHAT'S ON AT FUTURE MEETINGS

30 June: Joe Gafa will give us a run-down on how he
grows his orchids

28 July: Pepe Portilla on Ecuador Orchids (not in
person)

25 August: AGM. Nollie Cilliers on South African Orchids

29 September: Ros Cappell will give a talk about
Dendrobiums

This is a tentative list and may change

DON'T FORGET TO BRING YOUR MUG TO THE MEETING

JUDGES ROSTER 2025

June July August
Panel 1 L Bromley J D'Olier J Allen
Class 1-11 | P D'Olier J Fulcher N Gill
K Siew G Hart K Koutsoukis
Panel 2 J Allen D Law C Scott-Harden
Class 12-22 | N Gill P Miszalski T Yee
Nov. 40-42 | G Bromley J Robinson P Serb

J Gouvoussis

Panel 3 C Polis W Chapman | M Aldridge
Class 23-33 | CScott-Harden | K Siew P 'Olier
Nov. 43-44 | S Tay T Yee Irene Chalmers

N.B. Reserves and Ass. judges for panels will be chosen on the night

***¥ MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE ON 1st JULY ***

MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEES
e Metro Member & 1st Yr (Incl. Name badge) $43.00

e Joint Metro & 1st Yr (Incl. Name badges) $62.00
e Single Country or Interstate & 1st Yr $22.00
e Joint Country or Interstate & 1st Yr $29.00

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES PAYABLE 1st JULY

e Single Metropolitan Member $25.00

e Joint Metropolitan Members $32.00
(i.e. S27 membership and $5 for insurance)

e Single Country and Interstate Member $22.00

e Joint Country and Interstate Member $29.00
(i.e. $24 membership and $5 for insurance)

e  Associate Member $20.00

e  Overseas Member $32.00

o Affiliated Society $62.00

e 11 Posted issues of Orchid News $12.00

(Orchid News is normally emailed)
e If you require a receipt mailed to you please include
$1.50 in your payment.

OSNSW MANAGEMENT 2025
President: Veronica Clowes
(president@orchidsocietynsw.com.au)
Immediate Past President: Irene Chalmers
Secretary: Christine Rethers
(secretary@orchidsocietynsw.com.au)
Treasurer Chin Wong
Registrar lan Chalmers (lanchalmers73@gmail.com)
M: 0400 220 192
Editor/Web Toni Benton (info@orchidsocietynsw.com.au)
Committee
Ken Siew | Garrie Bromley | Peter & Jane D’Olier
Paige Sinclair

SALE TABLE AT OSNSW MEETINGS

There is now a sales table for members. 15%
commission will be charged. All plants need to have a
spare tag in them either a yellow tie-tag or a white tag
with the price (whole $ only) and the owners name on it,
and a list of plants for sale so that the sold ones can be
added up and the 15% deducted showing what you
should receive. The sales table will open at 7.30 pm.

There is a sheet available on the 'Information' page of
the website.

UPCOMING MAJOR EVENTS 2025

. Mingara Orchid Club Annual Fair & Show 28-29

June
. National Orchid Extravaganza 8-10 August
. St Ives Orchid Fair 15-17 August
. AOC International Conference & Show 1-5 October
. Orchids Central 17-19 October
. Summer Orchid Festival 13-14 December

oolgoolga District Orchid Socie

Brisbane

2025 AOQC .

.

temational Conference & Sho

23rd Australian Orchid Council
International Conference & Show 2025

October 1-5, Wiigulga Sports Complex,
Solitary Islands Way, Woolgoolga
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Orchid Society of NSW General Meeting Monday, 26 May 2025
at the Ermington Community Centre, River Rd., Ermington

Opening

Tonight’s meeting was declared open at 8pm by President Veronica Clowes who welcomed those present to our May 2025
meeting. Veronica asked members to make sure they sign the attendance book at Toni’s table, and to enjoy the plants on
display this evening. The 2025 Members Point Score Competition is now underway and finishes with the October 2025
meeting.

Visitors — David Robinson, Sharon McElwain

New Members — Callyn Farrell, Loretta Steers, Dr Richard Terrenal
Apologies — John Allen, Craig Scott-Harden, Seong Tay, John McAuley, Richard Terrenal

Confirmation of Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 28 April were confirmed as a true account of that meeting. Proposed by Christine Rethers
and seconded by Daniel Coulton, approved.

Matters Arising - Nil

General Business

e Hall pack up: We will continue our new routine for the pack up of our hall before the raffle draw. Along with the five
plants in the raffle there is also a ‘special’ plant so the first person in the draw will have a choice to make. Tonight’s
special plant is Blc. Dr Joe Walker ‘Ray Mishima’.

e Supper assistance for today and future meetings: Would someone please volunteer to assist with the supper this evening?
and also help Toni with the collection of the benching accessories? Thank you, Linda Chang and Fedora Pristov, for
assisting tonight.

o Affiliated Societies Photo competition: Veronica told members that the competition is now open for the 2024/25. Get
those entries to lan Chalmers as soon as you can after your shows. Leaving it until the end of year might mean you forget.
Please see details about the Affiliated Societies Photo competition which can be found in the Affiliated Societies section of
our website. There are cash prizes to be won for the owners of the winning orchids and also the society they belong to.
The cut-off is 30 June 2025.

e Orchids Out West —23 - 25" May 2025: Another successful show despite the drenching endured by all those setting up
and the vendors on the Thursday. Around 900 people attended which was about the same as last year. Veronica read out
the list of prize winners and the winners of the displays.

e Orchids Central — 17" to 19" October 2025: The organisation is in progress.

e OSNSW Summer Orchid Festival: This will be held on 13" and 14" December in this hall at Ermington. The schedule has
been written and will be available soon; advertising has begun through a SOF website and a Facebook page.

e Sales Table: The Sales table is now in operation with Lesley Bromley looking after it. A 15% commission for OSNSW will be
charged. We are providing a form for you to enter the name of the plant you are selling, your name and the price you are
selling the plant for. We hope to see some great plants there...join in the fun and bring your money with you!

e |ra Butler Trophy Competition: Open for the 2024/2025 competition, entries to the secretary of the Competition (Irene
Chalmers). Please look at the website for the entry form and instructions about entries for this competition. lan Chalmers
informed the meeting that because of the sudden passing of the administrator, It may be a while before new entries can
be processed. Hopefully this competition will be judged in July 2025.

e AOC Conference and Show in 2025: The AOC Conference and Show will be hosted by Woolgoolga Orchid Society 1* to 5t
October 2025. OSNSW is giving full support and sponsorship to the hosting society and encouraging support and
attendance. All societies have recently received information from the organising committee about sponsoring
opportunities and general information about the venue and local area. Registration before 1% July is at a reduced rate.
Accommodation in the area is just about exhausted and the organisers are seeking billets from their local members. So far
there are over 250 registrants.

e AOC News: Peter D’Olier will give us an update of the next AOC meeting scheduled for 21 June 2025.

Treasurer's Report
OSNSW is financially viable as follows: Cheque account balances as at 11 May 2025 - total $9,677.97. Term deposit balances
at Westpac $140,000

Registrar’s Report

Judging class: A number of the Metro trainees took their practical assessment at Orchids Out West and two, John Ng and
Tony Agrela, have now been accorded probational associate status.

Awards:

e FNC: Den .Topaz Dream 'Sweet' HCC-NSW  Wilhelm Van Tonder

e Metro: Paph. Angel Hair 'Wirra Willa' AM-OSNSW Gowan Stewart

There are still no volunteers for secretary.

The judging allocations for the early shows is complete.
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Speakers

e May: Alan Kosh Orchids - Let's Make a Future. What we should be doing to promote the hobby. Keynote speech from
Taiwan (not in Person)

e June: Joe Gafa will give us a run-down on how he grows his orchids

e July: Ecuador Orchids - Pepe Portilla (not in Person)

e August: South African Orchids - Nollie Cilliers to be confirmed

Supper was served.

Speaker

Alan Kosh Orchids — Alan gave a number of very practical suggestions as to how orchid clubs can attract new members. Whilst
the examples he gave were confined to the USA, many of his ideas could apply here in Australia also.

Benching Results

Best species: Den. alexandrae owned by Joe Gafa

Best Hybrid: Den. Hot Lips ‘Barrita’” owned by Joe Gafa
Lucky exhibitor: Fred Musial and Linda Chang
Congratulations to our winners this evening.

The raffle was then drawn. The prize winners were Fedora Pristov, Bernadette Williams, Dora Law, lan Chalmers (2)
Speaker next month: Joe Gafa will give us a run-down on how he grows his orchids.

The meeting was then declared closed at 9.40pm by Veronica who thanked members for their attendance and wished
everybody a safe trip home.

Den. cuthbertsonii by Craig Scott-Harden

(Courtesy Blue Mountains and Penrith District Orchid Society Newsletter - Image: Joyce Stone)

This diminutive gem of the orchid world is | think responsible for more
excitement and yet more disappointment than just about any other species.
Tiny plants no more than about 8cm tall, with proportionately enormous
blooms bulging over the sides of the warty coriaceous leaves. The plants are
a deep dull green colour and are totally upstaged by the stunning vibrant
colours of the flowers, ranging from the most common red to orange,
purple, pink, whites and yellows; and even bicolour types using
combinations of these colours, all this in a plant that can be grown in a 5cm
pot. Sounds tempting Huh!!!

Coming from Papua New Guinea, New Ireland and the oddly named
Goodenough Island; 1888 is when Mueller described this species in honour
of the British collector Cuthbertson who first found it in PNG, this species
ranges from the northwest in Irian Jaya down the central mountain range to
the southeast of PNG. They range in elevation from about 1000 metres to
3700 metres and live in a variety of habitats. Starting from the lower
elevations they tend to be terrestrial; they can be found on the edges of road cuttings growing on embankments in full sun
with their roots burrowing into the clay to a depth of about 8cm, here they predominate, being devoid of any other
vegetation. As you head up to higher elevations the habitat dramatically changes, travelling only a few hundred metres you
start coming across thick moss covering the ground with grasses, shrubs and bushes, still you will find an abundance of our
species growing in full light to shade. Heading up to the peak of their range at 3700 metres the environment changes
completely again, one place at this elevation called Tari Gap is covered in a dense impenetrable moss forest and marshlands.
Beech trees, ginger plants, massive tree ferns and pandanus stands all covered in moss and grasses; giving the impression that
something from the Jurassic period may be lurking just out of sight in the ever present cloud layer. The drab look of this place
is emphasized by the Brown Grey hues of the moisture laden plants and lichens. On the verges of these forests our plants can
be found growing everywhere to a depth of about 30 metres from the forest floor to the top of the canopy, splashes of
iridescent red betraying their existence, standing out like a laser light on dark wall. The plants attach themselves to the moss
by entangling their roots to the outer layers of the moss that covers the trunks and branches of these forest plants.

They never get above about 25°C and as low as 5°C and like to have plenty of moisture at their roots without remaining
waterlogged. Most people who have success with this orchid grow in sphagnum moss or occasionally mounted on tree fern. In
the 130 odd years since this species has been known in cultivation, | have no doubt no other orchid has caused more angst or
more pleasure to the orchid fraternity. This one is not for the faint hearted.
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SELECTION OF THE CHAMPIONS FROM ORCHIDS OUT WEST 2025

Best in Show, Grand Champion Species, Champion Species Other Grand Champion Hybrid, Champion Other Orchid Hybrid:
Paph. gratrixianum (J&M Stone) Bulb. Elizabeth Ann 'Buckleberry' (J Gafa)

Best Specimen of the Show Champion Species Americas
Liparis vividflora (L Swain) C. maxima (F Musial & L Chang)
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SOCIETY SHOW DATES 2025

Fairfield District Orchid Society

Blue Mountains & Penrith District Orchid
Society

Milton Ulladulla Orchid Society
Illawarra District Orchid society
Maitland & Coalfields Orchid Society
Campbelltown & District Orchid Society
Eastwood & District Orchid Circle

Shoalhaven Orchid Society

Central Coast-Hunter Region Cymbidium
Society

Boolaroo Orchid Society

Bankstown Orchid Society
Hawkesbury District Orchid Society
Cumberland Orchid Circle

Sapphire Coast Orchid Society
National Orchid Extravaganza
Campbelltown & District Orchid Society
St Ives Orchid Fair

Berowra & Districts Orchid Society
Western Suburbs Orchid Society Inc.
Fairfield District Orchid Society

Manning River Orchid Society
Shoalhaven Orchid Society

Hawkesbury District OS
Cumberland Orchid Circle
Five Dock RSL Orchid Society

Nambucca Valley orchid Society

Revesby Workers Aust. Native Orchid Club

Maitland & Coalfields Orchid Society
Campbelltown & District Orchid Society
City of Lismore Orchid Society

Sapphire Coast Orchid Society

North Shore Orchid Society

Eastwood & District Orchid Circle

Sutherland Shire Orchid Society

Blue Mountains & Penrith District OS
Milton Ulladulla Orchid Society
Camden Haven Orchid Society

Coffs Harbour Orchid Society

Illawarra District Orchid society

Mingara Orchid Club

Bonnyrigg Plaza, 100 Bonnyrigg Ave Bonnyrigg
Melrose Hall, Cnr Gt Western Highway and Park St Emu Plains

Ulladulla Civic Centre, Princes Highway Ulladulla

Senior Citizens Hall Benaud St Warilla

Morpeth School of Arts, 110 High St Morpeth

Macarthur Square near Chemist Warehouse, Kellica Rd end
Eastwood Shopping Centre, 152-160 Rowe St Eastwood

Bomaderry Community Hall, 19 Birriley St Bomaderry

Home Co., Cnr Wyong Rd & Bryant Drive Tuggerah (outside
Spotlight)

Wallsend Village, Cowper & Kokera Sts Wallsend
Lidcombe Shopping Centre, Lvl 1, 92 Parramatta Rd Lidcombe
Richmond Market Place, March St Richmond

Grove Square Shopping Centre, Baulkham Hills
Twyford Hall

The Arena Sports Club, 140 Rookwood Rd, Yagoona
Narellan Town Centre, Woolworths end

St Ives Showground, Mona Vale Rd, St Ives
Westfield Shopping Centre Hornsby

Ashfield Mall, 260 Liverpool Rd Ashfield

Bonnyrigg Plaza, 100 Bonnyrigg Ave Bonnyrigg

Uniting Church Auditorium, Albert St, Taree

Bomaderry Community Hall, 19 Birriley St Bomaderry

Richmond Market Place, March St Richmond

Winston Hills Shopping Centre, Winston Hills

Leichhardt Market Place (near Target) 122-138 Flood St Leichhard

Nambucca Seniors Centre, 11 Kent St Nambucca Heads
Atrium, Revesby Workers club, 2B Brett St Revesby

Morpeth School of Arts, 110 High St Morpeth
Narellan Town Centre, Woolworths end
Lismore Central, Carrington St Lismore

Bega Civic Centre

St Ives Shopping Centre, St lves

Eastwood Shopping Centre, 152-160 Rowe St Eastwood

Woolooware Shores Retirement Village, 2-28 Alexander Ave Taren

Point
Melrose Hall, Cnr Gt Western Highway and Park St Emu Plains
Ulladulla Civic Centre, Princes Highway Ulladulla

Laurieton United Services Club, Seymour St Laurieton

North Coast Regional Botanic Gardens, Hardacre St Coffs Harbour

Senior Citizens Hall Benaud St Warilla

Anglican Church, Brooke Ave Bateau Bay
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BENCHING RESULTS MAY 2025

Best Hybrid: Joe Gafa — Den. Hot Lips 'Barrita’
Best Species: Joe Gafa — Den. alexandrae

Open Classes - Hybrids
Class 1 - Cymbidium

1. DLlaw

2. Dlaw

Cym. iridioides

Cym. erythraeum 'Paradise' x pumilum

'Peat's Ridge'

Class 3 - Laeliinae 120mm and over

1. FMusial&LChang Rlc. George King 'Serenity'

2. L&G Bromley Rlc. Burdekin Heights 'Rosella’

3. FMusial&LChang Rlc. Brunswick Gem 'Coral'

Class 4 - Laeliinae Cluster (min 5 Flowers)

1. FMusial&LChang Rth. Topaz Celebration 'Florid'

2. FMusial&LChang Ett. Hsiang Yu Gold Coast

3. FMusial&LChang C. Caudebec x Grt. Why Not

Class 5 - Laeliinae (71mm - 119mm)

1. L&G Bromley Rlc. Dal's Ambition 'Zoe'

2. FMusial&LChang Rlc. Karen's Sunrise 'Waianae'

3 FMusial&LChang Bct. Little Mermaid 'Janet'

Class 6 - Laeliinae Miniature (up to 70mm)

1. L&G Bromley Rlc. Dal's Choice

2. L&G Bromley C. Jeanne Woolf 'Zoe'

3. FMusial&LChang Chz. Musial's Paradise

Class 7 - Paphiopedilum classical shape

1. M Drury Paph.Marion Fischer

2. M Drury Paph. Giantstone 'Great Day' x Lunar
Maria 'Basin'

Class 8 - Cypripedioideae Maudae shape

1. JChan Paph. venustum

Class 8A - Cypripedioideae Other

1. 1&I Chalmers Paph. St Swithin

Class 9 - Specimen Orchid

1. CPolis Max. schunkeana
2. Dlaw Paph. insigne
3. RG Blaxland Epi. elongatum

Class 10 - Terrestrial Species/Hybrid any genera

1. Dlaw Sngl. longifolia
2. RG Blaxland Ptst. repanda
3. RG Blaxland Ptst. repanda

Class 11 - Seedling any hybrid genera

1. J Gafa Den. Dal's Natasha 'Joe' x Pearl Vera
'Weva'

(Rlc. Goldenzelle x C. Caudebec) x (Blc.
Toshie Aoki x C. Caudebec)

Class 12 - phalaenopsis (75mm and over)

1. J Gafa Phal. Ox Black Face

Class 13 - Phalaenopsis (51mm to 75mm)

1. CPolis Phal. King Czar 'Purple Queen'

2. L&G Bromley Phal. Chingruey's Fancy 'Fong Ping'
Class 14 - Phalaenopsis (up to 50mm)

1. M Drury Phal. unknown

2. JChan Phal. Purple Martin

Class 15 - Vandaceous (up to 50mm)

1. L&G Bromley Van. Pine Rivers 'Wasana'

2. L&G Bromley Van. Pine Rivers 'Essan’

3. 1&I Chalmers V. Ladda Gold

Class 16 - Vandaceous (50mm and over)

1. Dlaw V. Fuch's Delight x Tokyo Blue

2. TTran V. Kultana

2. FMusial&LChang

Class 17 - Dendrobium

1. JGafa Den. Hot Lips 'Barrita’
2. JGafa Den. Dal's Natasha 'Joe'
3. F De Zotti Den. convolutum 'Dark Lip' x

pacificum 'First One'
Class 18 - Oncidiinae (> 61mm)
1. F De Zotti Mps. Bert Field 'Leash'
Class 19 - Oncidiinae (36-60 mm)
1. FMusial&LChang Ons. Wild Cat 'Leopard'
2. JGafa Gom. Moon Shadow
3. FMusial&LChang Onc. Chian-Tzy 'Fire Free'
Class 19A - Oncidiinae (up to 35mm)
1. FMusial&LChang Onc. Taka

2. F De Zotti Colm. Wild Cat 'Yellow Gold'

3. JGafa Onc. Tsiku Marguerite 'Hof"

Class 20 - Sarcanthinae Hybrids

1. CRethers Sarco. falcatus 'Ray' x fitzgeraldii 'Red

Flash'
Class 20A - Australian Native Hybrids Other
1. I&I Chalmers Den. Warringah 'Purple Heaven'
Class 22 - Hybrid Not Elsewhere Specified
1. FMusial&LChang Coel. Jannine Banks

2. FMusial&LChang Lyc. Alwine Miller x Cowarra's Luck

3. FMusial&LChang Z. Adelaide Meadows x Artur Elle
'Essendon’

Open Classes - Species
Class 23 - Laeliinae

1. FMusial&LChang C. maxima

2. P&J D'Olier C. marxiana

3. CRethers Isa. pulchella

Class 24 - Cypripedioideae

1. M Drury Paph. spicerianum 'Darch' x 'My
Best'

2. CWong Paph. villosum x laichaunum

3. Dlaw Paph. gratrixianum

Class 25 - Vandaceous

1. CPolis V. tricolor

2. CPolis Phal. sanderiana

3. CPolis Phal. lueddemanniana

Class 26 - Oncidiinae

1. FMusial&LChang Onc. sotoanum

2. CPolis Zel. onusta

Class 27 - Dendrobium

1. JGafa Den. alexandrae
2. CPolis Den. bracteosum
3. RG Blaxland Egm. nakahari
Class 27A - Bulbophyllum

1. JGafa Bulb. weberi

2. 1&I Chalmers Bulb. lilacinum

Class 28 - Australian Native Dendrobium
1. CPolis Den. rigidum

2. CPolis Den. rigidum
Class 30 — Miniature flowers

1. 1&I Chalmers Eria trichotaenia
2. CPolis Den. rigidum

3. L&G Bromley Phal. decumbens
Class 31 - American Species Other

1. CPolis Coe. bella
2. M Drury Z mackayii
3. CPolis Max. variabilis

PTO
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Class 32A - Coelogyninae

1. I&I Chalmers Ddc. wenzelii

2. P&J D'Olier Coel. assamica

3. RG Blaxland Coel. triplicatulum
Class 32 - Pleurothallidinae

1. CRethers Masd. decumana
2. P&J D'Olier Pths. prolifica

3. RG Blaxland Oma. grandiflora
Class 33 - Species not elsewhere specified
1. 1&I Chalmers Lip. viridicallus

2. FMusial&LChang Cym. erythraeum var. alba
3. CPolis Cym. mastersii

Rbq. cerina Bulb. lilacinum
(FMusial&LChang) (1&! Chalmers)

Rlc. Dal's Ambition 'Zoe' (L&G Bromley) V. Kultana (Thuy Tran)



